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In external form the volume leaves nothing to be desired. It is 
embellished with a photogravure portrait of Lady West — there is 
no pictorial record of Sir Edward West himself — with several cuts 
of Hillington Hall in Norfolk, where West was brought up, with 
facsimiles of letters written by Sir Edward West and Lady West to 
members of the families, and with a reproduction of the general 
order issued by Sir John Malcolm, announcing West's death. 

Altogether the volume fills, in the most acceptable manner, a 
conspicuous gap in the personal aspect of "the first, though not 
the name-father and greatest of the Ricardian school." 

Jacob H. Hollander. 
Johns Hopkins University. 

Railway Corporations as Public Servants. By Henry S. Haines. 
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1907. Pp. ix, 233. 
$1.50 net). 

The true character and scope of this book is not indicated by its 
title. Like the author's Restrictive Railway Legislation, it is 
substantially a sketch of the development of the American rail- 
way, more as an objective system than as a service; but it con- 
tains here and there bits of analysis and suggestions for construc- 
tive policy. As a whole, the present work shows the faults which 
should be expected naturally in the treatment of a social topic by 
a practical man and also, it must be said, some of the faults which 
are most often charged against academic or "theoretical" writers 
in their treatment of practical topics. 

In the first chapter or two there are evidences of some uncer- 
tainty of knowledge as to the remote beginnings of transportation 
and a tendency to dwell upon superficial but somewhat taking 
analogies. The style is never very clear, and in not a few passages 
it is so obscure as to make the intended meaning doubtful. Occa- 
sionally there is a rather serious lack of clearness in the distinc- 
tions which the author seeks to make, as for example, between 
public and private service in chapter ii and between reasonable 
and just freight rates (pp. 122, 123) . Abstract and a priori quite to 
the limits of the academic is the assumption that the reasonable 
freight rate is that which divides equally between the shipper and 
the carrier the gain from the transportation (pp. 121, 122, 124). 
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Quite in the statistical method of Mulhall are the assumptions that 
freight trains might be run twenty-five miles an hour and the 
deduced marvels of economy in the use of freight equipment 
(pp. 154 f.). In the same spirit too is the proposal to use as a basis 
of departure in determining freight rates the average cost per ton- 
mile of hauling full train loads of bituminous coal, which is assumed 
to be the average freight of American roads (pp. 141, 142); 
although it should be said that Mr. Haines himself makes no use of 
such a principle of basing. It is a fair and by no means trivial 
question whether there be not some evidence of vagueness of con- 
ception in the inappropriateness of title to subject which is seen in 
both of Mr. Haines' recent books, and which is very marked in the 
different chapters of the present work. The chapter headed Recent 
Federal Legislation makes no reference to either federal or state 
legislation, but is a purely a priori analysis of principles for the 
establishment of reasonable passenger rates: the chapter headed 
The Reasonableness of Railway Rates makes no reference to rates, 
but does make a number of very interesting suggestions for improv- 
ing the quality of the railway service. And so for several of the 
other chapters. Indeed, it would be pleasant exercise for an idle 
quarter-hour to refit the titles to the chapters. 

These and other like faults of form and substance do of necessity 
detract much from the value of the book; but it must not be sup- 
posed that it is without merit. As the sketch of the development 
of transportation is traced from early times into the present, it is 
increasingly good. The comment upon the present situation, the 
present problems, and the present law is acute and enlightening. 
Especially noteworthy as coming from a man of large practical 
experience are some of the statements and implications of condem- 
nation and the array of concrete supporting facts. Noteworthy 
too, in contrast with the dicta of some great masters of railroading, 
is the unambiguous recognition of the proper subordination of the 
railway corporation to the control of government. And aside from 
these broad merits there is worth, or at least interest, in many of 
the ingenious suggestions scattered through the book. The sug- 
gestion of three grades of passenger service and of the principles 
for fixing the fares (pp. 107-110) is certainly ingenious, whether 
practicable or not. The suggestions for improving the freight and 
passenger service which make up the chapter entitled The Reason- 
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ableness of Railway Rates would mostly be welcomed by the public 
if only the companies could be induced to accept them. Many a 
belated passenger would be glad of a rebate on his fare propor- 
tioned to the lateness of his train; and really fast freight at mod- 
erate charges would be a boon to a great many business men. The 
last half of the final chapter on The Proper Regulation of Railway 
Service, is the part of the whole book which will command the 
most of serious attention. Here, after the familiar argument 
against the ownership of the roads by the government, Mr. Haines 
outlines his plan of wise regulation. It includes the cooperation 
of the American Railway Association with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission and a few strict general limitations upon the 
expansive activities of the corporations. 

It does not appear that Mr. Haines has brought out a great deal 
that is new in his latest railway book; but what he has said must 
have been extremely pleasant to hear in his lectures. 

Wesleyan University. Wxllaed C. Fxsher. 

Railway Problems. By W. Z. Ripley, Professor of Economics 
in Harvard University. (Boston: Ginn and Company, 1907. 
Pp. xxxii, 686. $2.25). 

A collection of papers and Interstate Commerce Commission 
decisions such as is contained in Professor Ripley's Railway Prob- 
lems was much needed by advanced students of transportation 
both within and without university halls. In an introduction of 
twenty-four pages a brief but excellent analytical statement of the 
railway problem is made by Professor Ripley, then follow five his- 
torical and theoretical papers well known to those acquainted 
with transportation literature. The main body of the work is 
devoted to reprinting, in a more or less abbreviated form, impor- 
tant decisions of the Interstate Commerce Commission dealing 
with the various problems of rate regulation. Everybody will be 
grateful to Professor Ripley for including in the book two of his 
own excellent essays, one on the Trunk Line Rate System and the 
other on Economic Waste in Transportation. The later chapters 
of the volume contain Prof. B. H. Meyer's History of the Northern 
Securities Company; Prof. F. H. Dixon's paper on The Interstate 
Commerce Act as Amended in 1906; Dr. A. D. Adam's discussion on 



